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TAGS: PFOR, UN, RQ 

SUBJ: MULTILATERAL AFFAIRS: PUERTO RICO AND UN 
COMMITTEE OF 24 

REF: STATE 049329 

1 . AS DEPT IS AWARE, GOI WAS HELPFUL ON VOTE TO POSTPONE 
CONSIDERATION OF PUERTO RICO IN COMMITTE OF 24 LAST FALL. 
AMBASSADOR KAUL VISITED PUERTO RICO LAST YEAR AND OUR 
UNDERSTANDING WAS THAT HE WAS VERY IMPRESSED. GOI OFFI- 
CIALS ARE FULLY AWARE OF STRONG VIEWS OF USG ON THIS 
ISSUE. EMBASSY WILL RENEW ITS APPROACHES WHEN INSTRUCTED 
BY DEPT. IT IS LIKELY THAT POSSIBILITY OF SIKKIM AND 
OTHER SEPARATIST INTERESTS IN INDIA BEING RAISED IN 
INTERNATIONAL FORUM ON MODEL OF PUERTO RICO HAS OCCURRED 
TO GOI BEFORE AND THAT THIS IS ALREADY ONE FACTOR BEHIND 
THE INDIAN POSITION. PRIME MINISTER GANDHI IN SPEECH 
IN CALCUTTA MARCH 2 OBSERVED: "SOME TIME AGO WHEN THERE 
WAS SOME AGITATION IN THE PUNJAB, SOME PERSONS STATED 
AGITATION IN ENGLAND FOR AN INDEPENDENT SIKHISTAN AND 
AFTER THE DISMISSAL OF THE CORRUPT TAMIL NDAU MINISTRY, 
SOME OTHER PERSONS HAD STARTED AN AGITATION FOR AN INDE- 
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NADU IN HINDUSTAM. THERE CANNOT BE ANY PLACE IN INDIA 
FOR ANY SEPARATIST MOVE IN ANY STATE." EARLIER (LAST 
NOW 15) SHE TOLD AN INTERVIEWER: "THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO 
CANNOT FORGIVE ME FOR THE INDEPENDENCE OF BANGLADESH. 
THE CHANGES IN SIKKIM, THE ACCORD IN KASHMIR...." 

2. THERE IS LITTLE DOUBT IN OUR MIND, HOWEVER, THAT 
EVERY INDIAN HACKLE WILL RISE TO FULL MAST IF WE OFFER 
SUCH AREAS AS POSSIBLE TARGETS WHICH SOME COUNTRY OR 
OTHER COULD RAISE IN THE UN OR COMMITTEE OF 24 IN ARGU- 
ING OUR CASE ON PUERTO RICO. WE WOULD PROPOSE TO DO SO 
ONLY IF IT APPEARED TO US, THE DEPARTMENT, AND USUN 
THAT THE INDIANS WERE LIKELY TO VOTE ON THE NEGATIVE 
SIDE OF THIS ISSUE. 

3. WE ARE NOT SANGUINE HERE THAT WE CAN KEEP INDIA 
WITH US ON A POSITIVE VOTE ON PUERTO RICO (REFTEL 
PARA 8). THE INDIAN VOTE ON POSTPONEMENT LAST FALL WAS 
SEEN BY THE GOI AS JUSTIFIABLE ON PROCEDURAL GROUNDS; 

A STRAIGHT "UP AND DOWN" VOTE ON THE SUBSTANCE OF A 
VOTE NOT TO CONSIDER PUERTO RICO AT ALL, PARTICULARLY 
WITH YUGOSLAVIA ABSTAINING, WOULD IN OUR VIEW BE MORE 
LIKELY TO FIND INDIA ABSTAINING RATHER THAN VOTING WITH 
OUR MORE EXPLICIT FRIENDS. OUR CONCERN WOULD BE THAT 
BY UNLEASHING AN IMPLIED THREAT TO WHAT THE INDIANS 
SEE AS THEIR TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY WE WOULD BE MORE 
LIKELY TO PUSH THE INDIANS OVER TO SUPPORT THE CUBAN 
INITIATIVE THAN TO WEEN THEM OVER TO DIRECTLY OPPOSE IT. 
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